
      Borough Council Minutes 
      New Providence, New Jersey 
      June 15, 2016 
 
A special meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of New Providence, County of 
Union and State of New Jersey was held on Wednesday, June 15th at 7:00pm at the 
Municipal Center.  Mayor Morgan called the meeting to order. 
 
Present on Roll Call: Mayor Morgan, Council President Gennaro, 

Councilman Galluccio, Councilman Kapner, 
Councilman Muñoz, Councilman Robinson 

 
Absent: Councilman Madden  
 
Also Present:    Administrator Marvin, Borough Clerk Barry, Deputy 

Clerk Brinkofski, Attorney Rizzo 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
Mayor Morgan led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
 
Mayor Morgan stated this is a public meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of 
New Providence, County of Union and State of New Jersey.  Adequate notice of this 
meeting has been given in accordance with P.L. 1975, Chapter 231, in that an annual 
notice or revision was made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act.  
 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Vardas – Revised Liquor License Applicant   
 
Dimitrios (Jimmy) and Harry Vardas addressed Mayor and Council to discuss their revised  
liquor license application which would transfer the license approval from 75 South Street 
(old Friendly’s location) to the Prestige Diner.  Jimmy explained the original plans for 75 
South Street would have been an amazing opportunity if they were able to expand and 
have outdoor seating, however they were not able to do so with DEP and FEMA 
regulations.  He stated they even tried to change the classification of the property from 
“floodway” to “floodzone” which may have helped their case, but were not able to do so 
because of issues with a handicap ramp.  He further explained they had been going back 
and forth with FEMA since December and could not find common ground with regard to an 
outdoor patio and seating are that would work with the plans.   He stated after spending so 
much time and money they agreed it would make more sense to move on and try and use 
the liquor license instead at their already established business, the Prestige Diner.  The 
new application they presented included a $350,000-$400,000 renovation plan and 
upgrades to their existing menu.  Jimmy stated their goal was to keep the price point the 



same and keep the atmosphere family friendly.  He discussed hiring a consultant that 
would be familiar with craft/specialty beers and discussed plans to rotate craft beers 
throughout the year.  He also stated he spoke with surrounding business owners and have 
letters of support.   
 
Council members stated they understood the frustration with dealing with the DEP and  
FEMA and were impressed with the application and the proposed upgrades.  Council  
members asked about the marketing plan for 75 South Street.  Jimmy stated he was  
approached by a fast food restaurant as well as a car dealership but he turned them down,  
having the best interests of New Providence at heart.  He stated unfortunately the space is  
very difficult for a successful restaurant to work with since the building is only 2,500 square  
feet and there is no basement.  Council members also discussed the hours of  
consumption and distance requirements with close proximity to the Presbyterian Church.   
Jimmy stated they would limit hours of consumption and would not allow shots or pitchers  
of beer to be served.  He stated they also meet the 200 ft requirement from door to door  
and are actually further away from the church entrance than Providence Bar & Kitchen. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
This is an opportunity for any member of the public to be heard about issues that are not separate topics, 
scheduled for public hearings tonight.  To help facilitate an orderly meeting, and to permit all to be heard, 
speakers are asked to limit their comments to three (3) minutes, and may only speak once on any one 
topic. 
 

Mayor Morgan opened the meeting for public comment. 
 

Paulo Vieira – owner of Paulo’s Kitchen and resident of New Providence 
Mr. Vieira stated he felt it made perfect sense for the diner to have a liquor license and 
encouraged Council to approve the Vardas’ application.  He stated if approved, the 
Borough would have 1 license at Providence Bar & Kitchen (Bistro 73), 1 license at the 
Prestige Diner, and possibly 1 at the MH Inn, still leaving 1 more license available for a 
future applicant. 
 

Mike Santacross – 150 The Fellsway 
Mr. Santacross stated he is always looking for a family friendly place to have dinner and 
drinks and usually goes to Chimney Rock in Gillette or the Stirling Hotel.  He stated he 
would love to stay in town and go to the Prestige Diner. 
 
Erin Peterman – 1371 Springfield and employee of the Prestige Diner 
Mrs. Peterman stated she worked with Jimmy and Harry for over 15 years, grew up in 
New Providence, and is now raising her own family in New Providence.  She stated she 
fully supports the diner having a liquor license and feels that it would fit with the town’s 
mission statement and be a great asset to New Providence as well as an asset to other 
businesses looking to move into New Providence.  She stated she would still like to 
have a date night with her husband where she can bring her 1 year old daughter and 
feel comfortable.  She stated many of her friends enjoy having a “ladies brunch” where 
they can enjoy a mimosa or a bellini and would love to be able to do that at the Prestige.  
She discussed opportunities for the diner to have a Mother’s Day brunch and holidays 
with specialty drinks.  She greatly encouraged Council to approve the application. 
 



Peter Rovtar – Lantern Agency 
Mr. Rovtar stated the goal for the Prestige Diner is to be a family restaurant whereas 
Providence Bar & Kitchen is more of an upscale adults only restaurant so the two 
restaurants would be different.  He stated Jimmy and Harry donate to every 
organization in the Borough and sponsor every event.  He encouraged Council to 
approve the application. 
 
Bill Wright – 22 Brook Hollow Lane 
Mr. Wright stated he and his wife have 3 children and they frequently visit the Prestige 
Diner.  He stated his wife would love to have a glass of wine with dinner and they would 
rather go to a family restaurant rather than take the kids to a bar type restaurant.  He 
encouraged Council to approve the application. 
 

Alicia Cox – employee of the Prestige Diner 
Ms. Cox stated she has been an employee of the Prestige Diner for the last 10 years 
and feels a liquor license would bring a lot of business to the town.  She encouraged 
Council to approve the application. 
 
There being no one else from the public wishing to speak the public hearing was closed. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Mayor and council discussed the application further with Attorney Rizzo and amongst 
each other.  Each member weighed in their opinion and took a vote to approve or deny 
the application. All members of Council concurred to approve the application from 
Jimmy and Harry Vardas for use of the consumption liquor license at the Prestige Diner.   
 
 

ADJOURNMENT. 
 

There being no further business, on motion by Councilman Galluccio, seconded by 
Councilman Kapner the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Wendi B. Barry 
 Borough Clerk 

 
These minutes have not yet been officially approved. 
 
Minutes approved at the July 25, 2016 meeting of the Borough Council, as submitted. 

 


