
      Borough Council Minutes 
      New Providence, New Jersey 
      June 19, 2018 
 
The special meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of New Providence, County of 
Union and State of New Jersey was held on Tuesday, June 19, 2018 at 7:00 pm at the 
Municipal Center.  Mayor Morgan called the meeting to order.  
 
Present on Roll Call: Mayor Morgan, Council President Muñoz, Councilman 

Madden, Councilman Kapner, Councilman Gennaro, 
Councilman Robinson 

 
Entered After Roll Call:   Councilwoman Geoffroy 
 
Absent: None 
 
Also Present:    Administrator Marvin, Deputy Borough Clerk Brinkofski, 

Attorney Rizzo 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
Mayor Morgan led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
 
Mayor Morgan stated this is a public meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of New 
Providence, County of Union and State of New Jersey. Adequate notice of this meeting has 
been given in accordance with P.L. 1975, Chapter 231, in that an annual notice or revision was 
made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 
 

PRESENTATION: 
 

Plenary Retail Consumption License – Allycat, Inc. 
 
The Borough Council previously adopted Resolutions 2018-077 and 2018-091 approving the  
sale of the remaining plenary retail consumption license, setting the deadline for applications of  
June 14th, and establishing a hearing date of June 19th. The Borough advertised the sale in two  
newspapers on May 8th and May 15th.  One application was received from Allycat, Inc.  Mayor  
Morgan asked the applicant to address Council and give his presentation.  
 
Don Burkitt, owner of Allycat, Inc., addressed Council along with his attorney, Monica Vir of  
Lindabury, McCormick Estabrook & Cooper P.C.  Mr. Burkitt thanked Council for putting  
out the sale of the liquor license.  He stated he is the principal and sole owner of Allycat, Inc.  
and has been a resident of New Providence for 13 years.  He stated his children attend New  
Providence schools, he is an active member of several organizations, and is heavily invested in  
the community.  He expressed his opinion that his application fills an unmet need in New  
Providence with a family-friendly and moderately priced gathering place and feels it will  
revitalize a key location of New Providence.  He discussed his prior experience as a banker with  
over 20 years of experience including lending and restructuring.  He stated even though he is a  
banker, he was an interim manager of a few restaurants in California, which needed 
restructuring, and handled every part of the business from “soup to nuts”.  He has retained 
several experts such as Kapuscinski & Luongo Architects, Maven Hill Design, and Tri-State 
Marketing.  He also has connections with an expert who owns several bars and lounges in 
Manhattan, Chicago, and Miami.  He stated he has done a significant amount of market 
research and spoke to 100’s of residents and business owners with regard to his business 
concept. He stated he approached several business owners with regard to the location and was 
ultimately approached by the landlord of 1260 Springfield Avenue, Unit #20, which is the current 
location of Dim Sum Villa (formerly Chen’s Restaurant).  He stated he has entered into a lease  



agreement with Urstadt, Biddle, which is contingent upon being awarded the liquor license.   
Councilman Robinson asked about the terms of the lease.  Mr. Burkitt responded it is a 10 year  
lease and is not a sub-lease of Dim Sum Villa.  He re-iterated the need for a gathering space for  
families and private parties and felt this location fit what he was looking for.  He stated he looked  
at several other locations including one in Murray Hill and the old Friendly’s location.  He  
explained this building is a 3,500 sq foot space as opposed to Friendly’s which was a 2,500  
sq foot space.  He discussed his plans being in line with the downtown master plan with regard  
to outdoor seating and changing the façade to be more aesthetically pleasing with new paint  
and lighting (possible gas lamps). He also discussed roof top seating in the future if possible.   
Mr. Burkitt showed Council the concept plans for the restaurant which included a separate  
bar/lounge area, restaurant seating area with farmhouse tables and regular tables, and a  
separate private party space.  He explained the restaurant would have a contemporary feel with  
high ceilings with exposed HVAC and pipes. The color scheme would be mostly black with pops  
of color in the chairs and other décor, with reclaimed wood along the face of the bar, and a  
possible gas fireplace.  Council members expressed concerns about noise with several hard  
surfaces and exposed ceilings.  Mr. Burkitt stated his architect has already made suggestions  
for noise cancelling panels that are placed in the ceiling.  Councilman Madden suggested a type  
of foam that can also be placed under tables to absorb sound.  
 
Council members expressed concerns about parking and traffic flow in that area. Mr. Burkitt  
stated he plans to collaborate with other businesses in the shopping center and will make sure  
to have his employees park off-site.  He stated he knows lunch time will be difficult with parking  
but does not feel it will be much of a problem in the evening.  Mr. Burkitt also discussed his  
proposed hours of operation being 11am-11pm and stated he meets the required distance from  
churches and schools.  Councilwoman Geoffroy asked about price point of food, menu items,  
and private party packages.  Mr. Burkitt stated the price point would be similar to the Prestige  
Diner and McDonalds and party packages would be available.  He stated his intent is to  
offer a free space for local clubs and sports teams and rent the space out to private parties for  
anniversaries, showers, etc.   
 
Council members asked about the timeframe for getting the restaurant up and running.  Mr.  
Burkitt stated he would start as soon as possible as long as inspections and other approvals go 
smoothly.  Council members asked about the lease end date of the current tenant.  The  
applicant’s Attorney, Ms. Vir, stated they could not give an answer to that question publicly.  She  
stated there has been a judgment entered but has not been acted upon yet.  She stated as a  
matter of course Acme also has to approve the tenant, and in speaking with the landlord’s  
attorney they do not feel this will be an issue.  Council members expressed concerns about the  
lease not being finalized.  Borough Attorney Rizzo made the suggestion if they approve the  
license it can be contingent upon the approval of the lease agreement for that specific location.   
Council members discussed with Mr. Burkitt and both parties agreed to the terms that he would  
only be able to use the license for that location.  Attorney Rizzo reiterated if for some reason Mr.  
Burkitt was unable to move forward with opening at this location, he would need to come back  
before the Council with a new application; similar to the situation with the Prestige Diner. 
 
Council members asked about the bid price and how Mr. Burkitt came to offer the amount.  Mr.  
Burkitt stated he spoke with liquor license experts and also did his own analysis to come up with  
his bid price of $130,000. Council members also asked if he had a name for the restaurant.  Mr.  
Burkitt stated he is still working on ideas and will likely take a survey.  One name that was  
discussed was “1720 Tap House” but he reiterated he has not made a final decision on the  
name. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS. 
 
This is an opportunity for any member of the public to be heard about issues that are not separate topics, 
scheduled for public hearings tonight. To help facilitate an orderly meeting, and to permit all to be heard, 
speakers are asked to limit their comments to three (3) minutes, and may only speak once on any one topic. 

 
Mayor Morgan opened the meeting for public comment. 



 
Joseph Ficelli – 15 Walker Drive 
Mr. Ficelli stated he has lived in New Providence for 13 years and has 3 children.  He stated when his 
family goes out they usually go to other towns such as Berkeley Heights or Madison.  He felt that Mr. 
Burkitt has a great idea and encouraged Council to approve the application from Allycat Inc.  
 
Lynsey Carlson – 42 Terrace Road 
Ms. Carlson stated she has lived in New Providence for 3 years and has 2 children.  She stated her 
husband takes the train and gets off in Summit to go out with his coworkers.  She stated they love 
walking to town and would happily walk to this establishment and dine outside with their children. She 
also stated they had a christening at a banquet hall outside of town.  She encouraged Council to 
approve the application from Allycat, Inc. 
 
Dana Simpson – 462 Central Avenue 
Ms. Simpson stated she has lived in New Providence for 13 years and her husband has lived here for 
39 years. She stated she works for a local business that recently added outdoor seating and they 
have received a ton of positive feedback.  She stated she needs somewhere to go after her kid’s 
sporting events and school concerts where they can eat and the parents can have a drink.  She stated 
she would love to be able to stay in town and walk to a restaurant.  She encourage Council to approve 
the application from Allycat, Inc. 

 
FORMAL ACTION 
 
Mayor Morgan asked Attorney Rizzo if they could take a vote on the liquor license application  
from Allycat, Inc.  Mr. Rizzo stated they could take a vote if they felt comfortable and put a  
Resolution on the next Council Agenda for adoption if approved.  Mayor Morgan asked for a roll  
call vote to approve the liquor license application contingent upon the lease agreement for the  
space at 1260 Springfield Avenue #20.  On Roll Call:  Council President Muñoz, Councilman  
Madden, Councilwoman Geoffroy, Councilman Kapner, Councilman Gennaro, and Councilman  
Robinson voted “aye”.  Application approved per roll call voted.  The Resolution awarding the  
license would be on the June 25th council agenda.  

 
ADJOURNMENT. 
 
There being no further business, on motion by Council President Muñoz, seconded by 
Councilman Madden the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Denise Brinkofski 

Deputy Borough Clerk 
 

These minutes have not yet been officially approved. 
 
 

Minutes approved at the July 16, 2018 meeting of the Borough Council, as submitted. 
 


