
MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD 

BOROUGH OF NEW PROVIDENCE 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2011 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 8:07 PM 

 

B. PUBLIC NOTICE: This is a Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of   

  New Providence, County of Union, State of New Jersey. Adequate  

  notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with Public  

  Law 1975, Chapter 231, in that an Annual Notice or Revision was  

  made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 

 

C. ROLL CALL: Present: Chairman Robert Lesnewich, Nadine Geoffroy, Dan 

  Henn, John Keane, Robert Sartorius, Philip Treventi, Vince  

  Vyzas.  Absent:  Mayor Hern and Gary Kapner.  Also present:   

  Jeffrey Janota, Borough Planner; Keith Lynch, Director of   

  Planning & Development; William Robertson, Planning Board  

  Attorney; Margaret Koontz, Secretary. 

 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

E. DISCUSSION 

UPDATE ON ORDINANCES 

 

Mr. Janota reported that the ordinances for outdoor seating, parking, solar energy, wind 

energy and redesignation of the RL and LI districts are finished.  The sign ordinance has been 

referred to the Zoning Board.  Mr. Janota has a review meeting with the Zoning Board on 

Monday night and will present the Zoning Board’s comments to the Planning Board at next 

Tuesday’s meeting.  When all of the changes to the sign ordinance have been made, Mr. 

Janota wants to ensure that they are detailed in the Design Guidelines.  The finalized sign 

ordinance will go back to Council.  Chairman Lesnewich asked Mr. Lynch if he thinks 

anything will come up with the Zoning Board on the sign ordinance.  Mr. Lynch does not 

anticipate any major issues with the Zoning Board.   

 

REVISED IMPLEMENTATION FOR DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 

Mr. Janota met with the Downtown Improvement District (DID) to review the Design 

Guidelines.  The Business and Professional Association (BPA) was invited to the meeting, 

but no representatives attended.  The DID is in favor of the Design Guidelines and including 

them in the checklist although there was some concern that they will add an additional layer 

of review and cost.  Mr. Janota told DID that the Guidelines do not represent a variance 

condition just a design waiver condition, and in the long run, the Guidelines will help 

applicants coming in front of the Planning Board as well as guide the development of 



downtown.  Most of the discussion at the DID meeting was about expanding the Guidelines 

to the neighborhood commercial and specialized commercial district zones.  Mr. Janota 

believes that 70 to 80% of the Guidelines for these two zones can piggyback off of the 

downtown Guidelines with some more specific details. An introduction to each of the zones, 

as requested by DID, will be incorporated in the final version of the Guidelines.  Mr. Janota 

wants to wait for the sign ordinance to be finalized before proceeding with the Design 

Guidelines to make sure that the two are in line.   

 

BALCOM ROAD – POSSIBLE NAME CHANGE  

Chairman Lesnewich reported that the Historical Society’s research into the history of the 

name Balcom revealed that Mr. Balcom was mayor and an influential resident.  In light of 

this history, Chairman Lesnewich suggested that it might be more appropriate to dual name 

Balcom Road rather than rename it from Balcom Road to Champion’s Way.  Mr. Lynch 

reported that the street sign has already been changed.  Chairman Lesnewich asked whether 

the sign change was legal and who made the change.  Further discussion was tabled until Mr. 

Lynch finds out who was responsible for changing the sign. 

 

F. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

DESIGN GUIDELINES 

Mr. Janota asked if anyone needed a copy of the Design Guidelines.  Chairman Lesnewich 

suggested leaving the copies with Nancy Pasquale.  Mr. Henn also suggested posting the 

Guidelines on Planning Board site which is accessible through the web portal via log-in so 

access is restricted.  

 

No other business. 

 

G. UPCOMING CALENDAR 

 

July 12, 2011 

Vijaya Venkatesh, Block 283, Lot 11, R-1 Zone, 25 Oakwood Drive – minor subdivision 

approval – raze existing single family house and subdivide lot into three separate single 

family parcels. 

 

Chairman Lesnewich asked Mr. Robertson to review the application process at next week’s 

meeting since the Oakwood Drive application will be the first application for some of the 

Planning Board members.   

 

This application was before the Planning Board three years ago with a different applicant. 

  

August 9, 2011 (tentative) 

Riverbend, Block 234, Lots 15, 17, 19, 20 & 27, A-2 Zone, Marion Ave & South Street 

Revised Site Plan – 4 buildings 22 units 

 

Mr. Lynch stated that this application will not be heard until August at best. 



 

H. MINUTES - 5/2/11 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. All voted in favor and the minutes 

were approved. 

 

I. MISCELLANEOUS  

 

FLAG LOTS 

Mr. Janota asked if there is anything that specifically addresses whether flag lots are 

permitted and suggested that the Planning Board may want to consider an ordinance to 

prohibit or severely limit them.  Technically flag lots are not allowed because of the set back 

from the right of way and require a variance.  Mr. Lynch said that the deep lots were re-zoned 

with R2A.  Mr. Janota does not know how many R1A deep lots are left but will have this 

information for next week’s meeting.  Mr. Henn asked why an additional ordinance would be 

needed if there is something that already prohibits flag lots.  The Planning Board is in favor 

of an ordinance.  Mr. Robertson will look at what is in place now and draft an ordinance for 

discussion at next week’s meeting. 

 

GOING PAPERLESS 

Mr. Vyzas asked the Planning Board members if they would consider going paperless.  

Council is already paperless.  Planning Board members would need laptops and access to the 

portal.  The Planning Board was receptive to the idea.  Chairman Lesnewich will start the 

dialogue about getting laptops.   

 

The Planning Board also discussed changing the checklist to limit the number of full-size and 

11” x 17” plans as a way to save paper and expenses.  The plans can be viewed digitally 

when the Planning Board goes paperless.  Mr. Lynch still needs a full-size plan because the 

11” x 17” plans are not to scale.  The Planning Board only needs 11” x 17” plans and 

possibly two or three full-size plans.   

 

J. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion was made and seconded to go into Executive Session to discuss litigation matters. 

All voted in favor. 

 

The Executive Session closed at 9:00 PM. 

 

K. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. All voted in favor. The meeting was adjourned 

at 9:05 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Margaret Koontz 

Planning Board Secretary 


