
MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD 

BOROUGH OF NEW PROVIDENCE 

TUESDAY, JULY 5, 2011  -  AMENDED 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 8:03 p.m. 

 

B. PUBLIC NOTICE: This is a Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of   

  New Providence, County of Union, State of New Jersey. Adequate  

  notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with Public  

  Law 1975, Chapter 231, in that an Annual Notice or Revision was  

  made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 

 

C. ROLL CALL:  Present: Chairman Robert Lesnewich, Dan Henn, Gary Kapner,  

            John Keane, Robert Sartorius, Philip Treventi and Vince Vyzas.     

   Absent:  Mayor Hern and Nadine Geoffroy.  Also present:  Keith    

    Lynch, Director of Planning & Development; William Robertson,  

   Planning Board Attorney; Margaret Koontz, Secretary. 

 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

E. DISCUSSION 

 

BALCOM ROAD – STATUS OF CHAIRMAN’S LETTER TO COUNCIL 

 

The Planning Board reviewed the letter to Council drafted by Chairman Lesnewich 

recommending that Balcom road be dual named Champions Way.  The next step is for 

Chairman Lesnewich to sign and submit the letter with a copy of Mr. Balcom’s obituaries as 

an attachment to Council with a request for Council to put this on its agenda.  Nancy 

Pasquale will formalize the letter for Chairman Lesnewich’s signature.       

  

REVIEW OF SIGN ORDINANCE – STATUS REGARDING ACTION BY COUNCIL 

 

The Planning Board reviewed the Board of Adjustment’s comments on the sign ordinance at 

the last meeting and is not going to make any further changes to the ordinance.  The 

ordinance will be submitted to Council.  Mr. Lynch hopes that the sign ordinance will go as a 

first reading to Council at its meeting on Monday, July 11, 2011. 

 

Chairman Lesnewich asked if the Planning Board had to wait on the sign ordinance before 

proceeding with the Design Guidelines.  Mr. Lynch stated that the two documents are 

separate.  Since there have been no comments on the Design Guidelines as presented to the 

Downtown Improvement District (DID) and Business and Professional Association (BPA), 

the Planning Board agreed that the Design Guidelines should be introduced to Council.  The 



Design Guidelines will be sent to Council as soon as possible for introduction at its July 26, 

2011, meeting. 

 

UPDATE ON GOING “PAPERLESS” – PROCESS FOR CHANGING PASSWORDS 

 

Those Planning Board members who have tried to access the portal have been successful.  

Mr. Lynch updated the Board on the request to have log off and password change features 

added to the portal stating that the website/portal was purchased as a package and that it does 

not provide a log-off feature.  Contact Cindy Reis to change passwords.     

 

Nancy Pasquale has started posting Planning Board documents to the portal. 

 

 

F. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

REVIEW OF APPLICATION - July 12, 2011 

Riverbend, Block 234, Lots 15, 17, 19, 20 & 27, A-2 Zone, Marion Ave & South Street 

Revised Site Plan – 4 buildings 22 units 

 

This application is on the calendar for July 12, 2011.  Two meetings have been set aside for 

the hearing.  If the hearing goes longer than two meetings, it will be staggered with the next 

hearing scheduled for August 9, 2011. 

 

Mr. Treventi commented that the Engineer’s report indicates height variances which typically 

go to the Board of Adjustment and asked at what point the decision was made to bring the 

application to the Planning Board.  Mr. Lynch responded that the Developer’s Agreement 

deals with the property.  The number of stories and height may require D variances.  Mr. 

Robertson will go back and look at the Developer’s Agreement and also talk to the 

applicant’s attorney to find out the applicant’s position on the height and number of stories.  

Mr. Lynch said he assumes the applicant’s position is that it is not a three-story building and 

that the third floor is considered an attic.  Chairman Lesnewich pointed out that heights are 

stipulated in the height ordinance based on the original ground grade and asked if the 

applicant understands that.  Mr. Lynch responded that he now has the average grade which 

the applicant did not have in January when the application was denied.  The maximum 

allowable height from the existing grade is 30.0 feet.  This could be an issue since Mr. Lynch 

calculated the height at 35.5 feet.  

 

The application package will be sent to Planning Board members on Friday pending the 

outcome of Mr. Robertson’s review of the Developer’s Agreement and his discussion with 

the applicant’s attorney as to jurisdiction.   

 

UPCOMING CALENDAR – AUGUST 9, 2011  

Vijay Venkatesh, Block 283, Lot 11, R-1 Zone, 25 Oakwood Drive – minor subdivision 

approval – raze existing single family house and subdivide lot into three separate single 

family parcels. 



 

The Planning Board asked if the date for hearing this application could be moved up if the 

application for Riverbend has to go to the Board of Adjustment.  Mr. Lynch said that the 

applicant would not have enough time to present the application at the July 12, 2011, 

meeting.  The application hearing remains as scheduled for August 9, 2011. 

 

G. MISCELLANEOUS  

 

RIVERBEND – AFFORDABLE DISTRICT 

Mr. Treventi asked if the Riverbend property is in the affordable district and if the ten units 

per acre includes the bonus for being in an affordable district.  Mr. Robertson replied that the 

density bonus is ten units.  Mr. Traventi explained that the master plan has areas that are 

zoned for affordable housing that entitles a developer to build ten units per acre rather than 

seven or eight units per acre.  Twenty five percent of the units must be affordable housing.      

 

H. MINUTES – 6/21/11 

Chairman Lesnewich requested two corrections to the minutes and the addition of two 

sentences regarding flag lots and laptop security.  Mr. Keane moved and Mr. Sartorius 

seconded the motion to approve the minutes as amended.   The minutes were approved as 

amended.  Mr. Vyzas abstained from voting because he was absent from the June 21, 2011, 

meeting.   

 

I. ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Vyzas moved and Mr. Sartorius seconded the motion to adjourn.  All voted in favor.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Margaret Koontz 

Planning Board Secretary 


