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MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD 

BOROUGH OF NEW PROVIDENCE 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2011 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 8:01 p.m.   

 

B. PUBLIC NOTICE: This is a Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of   

  New Providence, County of Union, State of New Jersey. Adequate  

  notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with Public  

   Law 1975, Chapter 231, in that an Annual Notice or Revision was  

  made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 

 

C. ROLL CALL:  Present: Chairman Lesnewich, Nadine Geoffroy, Dan Henn, Mayor 

    Hern, Gary Kapner, Robert Sartorius, Philip Treventi and Vince     

    Vyzas.  Absent:  John Keane.  Also present:  Jeffrey Janota,            

   Borough Planner; William Robertson, Planning Board Attorney;     

    and, Margaret Koontz, Secretary. 

 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

E. PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Riverbend, Block 234, Lots 15, 17, 19, 20 & 27, A-2 Zone, Marion Ave & South Street    

Revised Site Plan – 4 buildings 22 units. 

 

Mr. Bartholomew A. Sheehan, Jr. of Dempsey, Dempsey and Sheehan, attorney for the 

applicant, appeared to request that the hearing be carried.  Borough officials met with the 

applicant and its attorney on July 26, 2011, for a technical review.  Substantive revisions to 

the plans resulting from the technical review will be submitted for administrative review.  

Ninety five percent of the revisions have been completed, and Mr. Sheehan expects the 

revised plans to be ready in the next week or two.  The hearing for the application was moved 

to November 1, 2011.  There will be no further public announcement of the hearing.  The 

revised plans will be on file ten days before the hearing. 

 

F. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

SIGN ORDINANCE AND DESIGN GUIDELINES 

The sign ordinance is scheduled to go before Council at its next meeting.  Chairman 

Lesnewich asked Mayor Hern if he can push the sign ordinance through Council since it 

would give the Planning Board guidance for the upcoming hearing (New Providence Global 

Realty on October 4, 2011) regarding the old McGrath Hardware space.  Mayor Hern agreed 
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to move the ordinance forward with Council and to press upon Council the importance of 

adopting the ordinance noting that once approved, the ordinance can always be amended if 

necessary.  The ordinance is effective from the date of passage by Council.   

 

The Design Guidelines will be in the Council package for discussion at its next meeting.    

 

LIQUOR LICENSE REFERENDUM  

Mr. Janota distributed a memorandum regarding zoning amendments for liquor licenses.  The 

Planning Board was charged by Council at its meeting last night to begin to look at potential 

zoning amendments that could be made if the referendum to offer liquor licenses passes.   

 

Mr. Janota reviewed his memorandum that outlines the ordinances in Summit, Berkeley 

Heights and Westfield as well as Teaneck and Princeton and offers recommendations that 

could be added to existing ordinances to regulate usages for liquor licenses.  Mayor Hern 

expects that an ordinance should be in place by the end of the year if the referendum passes 

and recommended looking at the ordinances in other towns that have had good experiences 

with liquor licenses in the development of the ordinance.    

 

Chairman Lesnewich read the referendum to the Planning Board.  Mr. Janota stated that 

based on the last census, there are four licenses available for Council to distribute.  A public 

forum to discuss the referendum is scheduled for October 19, 2011.  Mayor Hern stated that 

his recommendation to Council is to offer these one at a time and not issue all four at once.   

This will allow Council to see what happens with the first one and tweak the ordinance, if 

necessary, to be more restrictive or permissive based on the experience with the first license.  

The number of licenses permitted is controlled based on population and increases for every 

4,000 additional residents.  Council does not have to offer all four licenses.     

 

Mr. Kapner believes that controls need to be in place before the referendum so that the public 

knows what usages are permitted with the liquor licenses and that it is important for the 

Planning Board to take a proactive role to put something together to get some consensus from 

Council as to where it is are going in terms of restrictions and conditions.  He believes that 

the public is looking to the Planning Board and Council for direction regarding restrictions 

and conditions for liquor licenses prior to the referendum. 

 

Mr. Janota recommended establishing a subcommittee that would put together a draft report 

to be discussed at the Planning Board meeting on October 4.  The report would incorporate 

the subcommittee’s findings from a review of ordinances in other towns and input from the 

Planning Board members.  Mr. Roberston stated that this is a good approach since guidance 

from the state’s Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) law is vague.  The alcoholic beverage 

ordinance deals with liquor licenses and is not part of zoning:  The zoning ordinance has to 

be consistent with the alcoholic beverage ordinance.   

 

The Planning Board established a subcommittee composed of Messrs. Vyzas, Henn and 
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Kapner.  Chairman Lesnewich polled each member of the Planning Board for input to the 

subcommittee.  The Planning Board discussed the conditions and restrictions its members 

proposed.  The Planning Board also discussed Central and Mountain Avenues as potential 

locations for restaurants; other potential locations for restaurants such as the spaces near the 

former Corner Café by the high school and Central and Springfield Avenues by Zita’s; liquor 

licenses for hotels; using revenue as a qualifier for a liquor license and audit requirements; 

possible parameters or restrictions for alcohol consumption for restaurants with outside 

eating areas; prohibiting two-for-one sales and happy hours; requiring that an establishment 

serve food so it can’t just serve liquor; and, liquor licenses for social clubs.   

 

The Planning Board would like the subcommittee to consider the following:  Minimum and 

maximum square footage, regulated hours, usages permitted or prohibited (such as dancing 

and gambling or having pinball machines, pool tables or dart boards), designated zones where 

licenses could be issued; proximity to residential areas, churches and schools; and, possible 

restrictions for outside eating areas.  The Planning Board would like to see restaurants with 

bars rather than bars with restaurants and discussed Delicious Heights, Trap Rock and 

Fiorino with Delicious Heights as a destination to drink and the maximum that it would like 

to see in the borough; Trap Rock as a balanced mix of food and drink; and, Forino as a 

destination to eat and have a drink while eating.  The Planning Board will discuss the 

subcommittee’s report and give it to Council before the public forum on October 19.  Mayor 

Hern stated that the forum is not being set up to advocate for the referendum but to present 

the facts including what zoning ordinances would come before Council to be passed into law 

should the referendum pass.  The purpose of the forum is to give the public factual 

information before the referendum.        

 

G. MISCELLANEOUS  

 

UPCOMING HEARINGS: 

 

October, 4, 2011 – New Providence Global Realty, LLC, Block 150, Lots 15 & 16, Central 

Commercial District, 1292 & 1294 Springfield Avenue, 8 & 12 South Street – change of 

commercial usage from a hardware store to a Chinese restaurant, yogurt store, a bagel and 

deli store and a spa. 

 

This is the old McGrath Hardware location. 

 

October 11, 2011 - Vijaya Venkatesh, Block 283, Lot 11, R-1 Zone, 25 Oakwood Drive – 

minor subdivision approval – raze existing single family house and subdivide lot into three 

separate single family parcels. 

 

Mr. Robertson stated that Nancy Pasquale was going to contact the applicant’s attorney to get 

the status on the application.  
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H. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Mayor Hern moved and Mr. Vysas seconded the motion to go into Executive Session to 

discuss litigation matters.  All voted in favor. 

  

I. MINUTES 

 

Mr. Sartorius moved and Ms. Geoffroy seconded the motion to approve the minutes of 

September 6, 2011.  A roll call was taken.  Ms. Geoffroy and Messrs. Henn, Sartorius, 

Treventi and Vyzas voted in favor.   Mayor Hern abstained because he left the meeting early. 

     

J. ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made to adjourn.  Ms. Geoffroy seconded the motion.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Koontz 

Planning Board Secretary 


