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MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD 

BOROUGH OF NEW PROVIDENCE 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2012 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 8:01 p.m.   

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

C. PUBLIC NOTICE: This is a Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of   

  New Providence, County of Union, State of New Jersey. Adequate  

  notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with Public  

   Law 1975, Chapter 231, in that an Annual Notice or Revision was  

  made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 

 

D. ROLL CALL:  Present:  Chairman Lesnewich, Dan Henn, Armand Gallucio, Gary 

    Kapner, John Keane, Robert Sartorius and Phil Treventi.  Absent:   

    Nadine Geoffroy and Mayor Hern.  Also present:  William              

    Robertson, Board Attorney; and Margaret Koontz, Secretary. 

  

E. REVIEW OF ORDINANCES/OPEN ISSUES 

 

Discussion of ordinances will be deferred until next year, unless something critical comes up, 

because of budget issues. 

 

F. RESOLUTION  

 

     Egytrade, Inc., Block 150, Lot 15, C (Central Commercial District) Zone, 1300 Springfield     

     Avenue - Site plan application and variance for installation of a sign for Verizon  Wireless. 

 

The Board reviewed the resolution.  Mr. Robertson stated that it was an unusual resolution 

because the applicant withdrew the variance for the sign.  There is no formal denial of the 

variance for the sign which gives the applicant flexibility if it needs to come back before the 

Board.  Mr. Keane moved to approve the resolution as drafted.  Mr. Sartorius seconded same. 

Members voting in favor:  Mr. Keane, Mr. Sartorius, Mr. Treventi, Mr. Kapner and Chairman 

Lesnewich.  Those opposed:  None. 
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G. OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Update on Riverbend Site   

 

Mr. Gallucio reported that he is getting questions from neighbors about the Riverbend site.  

Some of the buildings have been demolished, but the house at 21 Marion Avenue is still 

there.  The applicant has not complied with some of the conditions of the resolution such as 

obtaining the demolition permit within 30 days and demolishing the buildings within 90 days 

of the memorialization of the resolution.  The property hasn’t been cleaned up and the 

landscaping hasn’t been trimmed or maintained.  In addition, there are new piles of dirt on 

the site as well as oil.  Mr. Gallucio expressed concern that nothing is going to happen on the 

site and believes DEP needs to investigate the site further.   

 

Mr. Robertson said he spoke to Mr. Lynch about the site.  Mr. Lynch issued a violation and 

the applicant subsequently applied for the demolition permit.  Mr. Robertson said that part of 

the delay with the demolition was because of PSE&G.  Mr. Robertson said that while the 

applicant is in violation of the resolution, there are no grounds at this time to void 

justification of the resolution.  The Board asked if monetary penalties could be imposed so 

there would be an economic incentive for the applicant to honor the conditions of the 

resolution. Mr. Robertson stated that the applicant can be cited for violating the resolution 

and added that there are a variety of remedies, but these are not justified yet.  Mr. Robertson 

added that an environmental consultant has been on the site and has to submit its report to 

DEP.  The applicant won’t be able to get permits without DEP approval.   

 

Mr. Gallucio believes it is important to bring this issue to the Borough Administrator’s 

attention.  He will include it in his committee report to Mr. Marvin, Borough Administrator, 

so that people know that Council and the Planning Board are on top of the issue.  

 

The Board discussed whether time frames for start and finish dates can be included in future 

resolutions.  Mr. Treventi suggested that it might be better to pass an ordinance as discussed 

several years ago because an ordinance has more teeth.  Mr. Robertson will speak to Carl 

Woodward, Borough Attorney, about adding language to the ordinance with expiration dates 

to the effect that the resolution expires if no action is taken within a specified time.  He added 

that some sections of the Municipal Land Use Law prevent projects from dragging on and 

that if the time period lapses, the applicant has to come back before the Board.  The state’s 

Permit Extension Act, in effect until December 2014, overrides municipal ordinances. 

   

The Board briefly discussed the status of work at the Village Shopping Center.  This work 

must be completed within a year of the memorialization of the resolution in January 2012.  
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H. MISCELLANEOUS  

 

The Board discussed cancelling the meeting on November 6, 2012, because of Election Day 

provided there are no applications that require action.  The Board will decide this at the next 

meeting.  

 

The Board also discussed cancelling the meeting on October 9
th
 if Mr. Lynch is not available 

to give an update on the Riverbend, Village Shopping Center and New Providence Global 

Realty sites.  The Secretary will confirm Mr. Lynch’s availability and cancel the meeting if he 

is unable to attend. 

 

I. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

No Executive Session. 

 

J.  MINUTES 

 

  Mr. Keane moved to approve the minutes of September 11, 2012, as submitted.  Mr. Sartorius 

  seconded the motion.  Messrs. Gallucio and Henn abstained from voting as they were absent   

  from the meeting on September 11
th
.  The minutes were approved as submitted.       

 

J. ADJOURNMENT 

 

     Mr. Henn moved and Mr. Sartorius seconded the motion to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned   

     was at 8:35 p.m.    

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Koontz 

Planning Board Secretary 


