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MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD – REORGANIZATION MEETING 

BOROUGH OF NEW PROVIDENCE 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2013 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER BY SECRETARY:  8:06 p.m.   

 

B. PUBLIC NOTICE BY SECRETARY:  

 

This is a Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of New Providence, County 

of Union, State of New Jersey. Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance 

with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, in that an Annual Notice or Revision was made in 

conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 

 

C. ROLL CALL BY SECRETARY:   Present:  Gene Castagna, Dan Henn, Mayor Hern, Gary 

Kapner, John Keane, Robert Lesnewich and Robert Sartorius.  Absent:  Matt Cumiskey and 

Alan Lowenstein.  Also present:  William Robertson, Planning Board Attorney; and, 

Margaret Koontz, Secretary   

  

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

E. PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS OF APPOINTED & RE-APPOINTED BOARD 

MEMBERS 

 

The Secretary was advised by the Borough Clerk that the following people were appointed or 

re-appointed to the Planning Board by the Borough Council, at its annual meeting held in 

Council Chambers on January 6, 2014: 
 

John Keane was re-appointed as a Class IV member for a 4-year term expiring on December 

31, 2017. 

 

Gary Kapner was appointed as a Class III member for a 1-year term expiring on December 

31, 2014. 

 

Daniel Henn was re-appointed as a Class II member for a 1-year term expiring on December 

31, 2014. 

 

Alan Lowenstein was re-appointed as 2
nd

 Alternate for a 2-year term expiring on December 

31, 2015. 
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The current status of other members is as follows: 

 

Mayor Hern, Class I Member, whose term expires on December 31, 2014 

Robert Sartorius, Class IV Member, whose term expires on December 31, 2014  

Robert Lesnewich, Class IV Member, whose term expires on December 31, 2015 

Matthew Cumiskey, Class IV Member, whose term expires on December 31, 2016, and 

Eugene Castagna, 1
st
 Alternate, whose term expires on December 31, 2014. 

 

F. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 

 

The Secretary asked for nominations for Chairperson.  John Keane nominated Robert 

Lesnewich for Chairman.  Gary Kapner seconded the nomination.  Dan Henn moved that 

nominations be closed.  John Keane seconded same.  The Secretary cast one unanimous vote 

for Robert Lesnewich as Chairman of the Planning Board. 

 

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON  

 

The Chairman asked for nominations Vice Chairman.  Mayor Hern nominated John Keane 

for Vice Chairman, and Mr. Kapner seconded same.  Mr. Henn moved that nominations be 

closed and Mr. Sartorius seconded same.  The Secretary cast one unanimous vote for Mr. 

Keane as Vice Chairman of the Planning Board. 

 

SELECTION OF ATTORNEY TO THE BOARD 

 

The Chairman asked for nominations for Attorney to the Board.  Mayor Hern nominated and 

Mr. Keane seconded the nomination of William P. Robertson, Esq., as attorney to the 

Planning Board.  Mr. Kapner moved that nominations be closed and Mr. Henn seconded the 

motion.  The Secretary cast one unanimous vote for Mr. Robertson as Attorney for the 

Planning Board.  

 

ELECTION OF SECRETARY TO THE BOARD 

 

The Chairman asked for nominations for Secretary to the Board.  John Keane nominated 

Margaret Koontz as Secretary, and Robert Sartorius seconded the nomination.  Mr. Kapner 

moved that nominations be closed and Mr. Henn seconded the motion.  Chairman Lesnewich 

cast one unanimous vote for Margaret Koontz as Secretary to the Planning Board.  
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G. REVIEW OF RESOLUTIONS 

 

CALENDAR RESOLUTION FOR 2014 & JANUARY 2015 

 

The Board reviewed the calendar of meetings for 2014. At the request of the Board at the 

December meeting, the November meetings were moved back to November 4 and 11 

(Election Day and Veterans Day).      

 

Mayor Hern moved to approve the resolution and Mr. Kapner seconded same.  All voted in 

favor. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR ATTORNEY SERVICES 

 

The Board reviewed the resolution for Attorney Services and found it acceptable.  Mr. 

Sartorius moved and Mr. Kapner seconded the motion to approve the resolution appointing 

William Robertson as Board attorney.  All voted in favor.    

 

H. REVIEW OF PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 14, 2014 

 

New Providence Global Realty, LLC, 1288 and 1294 Springfield Avenue, Block 150, Lot 

15.01 – Amended site plan application for modification to Condition 15 of Resolution 2012-

06 as modified by Resolution 2013-04 
 

The Board reviewed the history of New Providence Global Realty’s application for an 

extension of time for the façade improvements.  In 2012, the Board approved the schedule for 

modifications to the façade to be completed in three phases.  In May of 2013, the applicant 

requested an extension to complete Phase I of the façade improvements which the Board 

granted.  Phase I was to be completed prior to the Christmas Walk in November 2013, but the 

applicant did not meet the deadline.  The applicant has now filed a formal application 

requesting an extension of time for the completion of the façade improvements. 

 

The closing of the entrance to Fan Bistro on South Street is not part of this application; 

however, the Board believes this may be raised at the upcoming hearing.  The door has been 

closed for six months and while the Board wants to be business friendly, it believes that a 

business owner’s failure to comply with conditions of a resolution must be addressed.   

 

Mr. Kapner noted that New Providence Global did not remove the snow from the parking lot 

after the snow storm last week and believes snow removal is one of the conditions of the 

resolution.  The Village Shopping Center piled and removed the snow from its parking lot. 
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I. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Riverbend 

The Board discussed the condition of the lot which is filled with debris.  Mr. Henn noted that 

the police have received complaints about the fill on the lot, but this is not under the police 

department’s jurisdiction.  Mr. Robertson will verify if the resolution includes a condition 

with a timeframe for commencement of construction but believes it was limited to demolition 

of the buildings on the site.   

 

Oakwood Drive 

Mr. Keane noted that construction on the two houses is moving along.  Several large trees on 

the site were taken down for the construction. 

 

Village Shopping Center  

  

Mr. Henn asked if there is any concern about the vacant space at the back of the shopping 

center.  Mr. Kapner responded that the manager of the shopping center informed the BID 

(Business Improvement District) that all the spaces will be rented by year end. 

 

The Board expressed concern about pedestrians crossing from the parking lot by the former 

Chen’s (now Dim Sum Villa) to get to Starbucks when it opens.  The Board questioned how 

the shopping center got a Certificate of Occupancy for the recent sale of the shopping center 

when the stripping and traffic calming measures were never completed.  The Board believes 

that the failure to complete these represents a public safety issue.  Mr. Henn noted that there 

is no signage in the parking lot for the police to be able to issues summons.  Most of the 

accidents in the parking lot are fender benders:  No pedestrians have been hit in the parking 

lot.  

 

Mayor Hern said he will talk to Mr. Lynch about the condition of the Riverbend site on 

Marion Avenue, the South Street entrance to Fan Bistro that has been closed and the traffic 

and conditions for the issuance of the CO for The Village Shopping Center. 

  

Redwood ERC 

 

The existing structure on the site is being demolished brick by brick.  Mr. Henn reported that 

he heard the blasting will not be a “big deal.”   

 

Upcoming Hearings 

 

 C.R. Bard has submitted an application for an emergency generator.   

 BAC Center of Excellence has submitted a site plan application for an aquatic center. 
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J. MISCELLANEOUS 

 

No miscellaneous business. 

 

K. MINUTES 

 

Mr. Sartorius moved and Mr. Kapner seconded the motion to approve the minutes of 

December 10, 2013.  Messrs. Sartorius, Hern and Kapner abstained as they were not present 

at the meeting.  The minutes were accepted as submitted.   

 

L. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Keane moved and Mr. Sartorius seconded the motion to adjourn.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:35 p.m.   

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Koontz 

Planning Board Secretary 


