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MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD 

BOROUGH OF NEW PROVIDENCE 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2014 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 8:03 p.m.  

 

B. PUBLIC NOTICE: This is a Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of   

  New Providence, County of Union, State of New Jersey. Adequate  

  notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with Public  

   Law 1975, Chapter 231, in that an Annual Notice or Revision was  

  made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 

 

C. ROLL CALL:  Present:  Matt Cumiskey, Gary Kapner, Robert Lesnewich, Al        

    Lowenstein and Robert Sartorius.  Absent: Gene Castagna, Dan      

   Henn, Mayor Hern and John Keane.  Also present:  Phil Morin,      

     Substitute Board Attorney; and, Margaret Koontz, Secretary. 

 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

E. RESOLUTION 

 

Investors Bank, 1291 Springfield Avenue, Block 50, Lot 18, Central Commercial District for 

preliminary and final site plan approval to construct a new branch bank facility 

 

Mr. Sartorius moved to approve the resolution.   Mr. Kapner seconded the motion.  Members 

voting in favor:  Mr.  Cumiskey, Mr. Kapner, Mr. Sartorius, Mr. Lowenstein and Chairman 

Lesnewich. 

 

F. PUBLIC HEARING  

 

New Providence Board of Education, 356 Elkwood Avenue – Variance from Section 310-

33H (4) k) to replace current sign at New Providence High School on Pioneer Drive and 

Providence Street, Block 171, Lot 38, with LED display sign. 

 

James Testa, School Administrator/Board Secretary of the New Providence Board of 

Education, and Lauren Zirpoli, Principal of the New Providence High School, were sworn in. 

Mr. Testa described the application to replace the existing sign at the High School and 

Middle School with an LED sign in the same location within the existing brick pillars.  The 

monies for the sign were donated by the PTA and the proposed sign is 100% funded.  The 

Board of Education did not know that a mechanical or electrical sign with scrolling text was 
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not permitted until it applied for a permit for the sign.  The Board of Education had already 

contacted Jersey Central Power & Light (JCP&L) and an electrician regarding installation of 

the sign.   JCP&L recommended and approved a plan to install a pole across the street with 

underground wires to the school for the sign since the existing electrical line at the school is 

not big enough.   

 

Ms. Zirpoli described the proposed double-sided sign selected after meeting with several sign 

companies.  The sign is capable of scrolling eight pages but only four pages will be used:  

One page each for academics, guidance, athletics and the Middle School.  Information on the 

sign can be changed remotely so Ms. Zirpoli can update it if an event is cancelled.  Ms. 

Zirpoli only plans to update the pages once a month with the calendar of events although the 

athletic page may change more frequently.  The maximum number of lines per page is four 

and each page has a fixed number of characters which limits how much information can be 

displayed.  The sign will be on a timer so it will not be scrolling all night.  Ms. Zirpoli will 

have to experiment with the amount of time to scroll through the pages once the sign is 

installed, but the normal wait time for drop off in the morning is three to five minutes which 

would most likely be enough time for all four screens to scroll.   The sign is only visible 

when coming down Pioneer Drive.   

 

Electronic signs are a trend with schools.  The school has been talking about an LED sign for 

three years.  It’s an upgrade from the existing sign:  The sign gives up-to-date information 

and is more efficient than having the custodian manually change the sign.   

 

Mr. Testa and Ms. Zirpoli responded to questions from the Board.  The current sign has 

channel letters and is back lit.  The school is amenable to time restrictions for operation of the 

sign.  Firewalls will make it difficult to hack into the program and post unauthorized 

information on the sign.  The Board of Education and school are very sensitive to the 

possibility of being hacked.  The LED lights can be any color and images can also be 

displayed.   

 

The Board agreed that the sign is in an isolated area and has a specific purpose for a specific 

population and provides a community service and has value.  The sign is not advertising.  

However, the Board asked for guidance from Mr. Morin about wording the variance to limit 

the text on the sign so it is informational and not advertising since approval of an electronic 

sign sets a precedent for others in town wanting an LED sign.  Mr. Morin stated that there is 

leeway with approving the sign because it is for another government entity and an LED sign 

at the school can’t be compared to a commercial application for an LED sign at the Village 

Shopping Center.  He does not believe the sign is that much outside of the intent of the sign 

ordinance and that the hearing is basically a courtesy hearing as the sign could have been 

installed without coming to the Board. 

 

The Board discussed granting approval of the sign.  The Board believes there is a need for the 
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sign and the location of the sign is isolated. Mr. Testa stated that limitations on the 

information that can be displayed on the sign is helpful to the school since it gets lots of 

requests from clubs, etc. to post information on the sign.  Mr. Morin stated that the content 

could be limited to school-sponsored events but wanted to be sure that this restriction wasn’t 

too limiting.  Mr. Testa would like the flexibility to add information about events not covered 

by the Board of Education’s certificate of insurance but it would be okay if the Board limited 

the content displayed on the sign to events covered by the certificate of insurance.  The Board 

proposed the following conditions: 

 

 The sign will be operational from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 The pages will be static, and  

 Content on the sign will be limited to New Providence High School and Middle School-

sponsored and/or related events. 

 

Mr. Kapner does not believe it is necessary to impose restrictions on the color of the LED 

lights and wasn’t concerned about allowing moving images. 

 

The Board of Education would like to install the sign, which takes six weeks to order, as soon 

as possible once delivered.  The hardest piece is scheduling JCP&L and the electrician.  The 

Board of Education would like to finish the rough electrical work before school starts. 

 

Mr. Kapner moved to approve the application with the conditions described.  Mr. Sartorius 

seconded the motion.  Members voting in favor:  Mr. Cumiskey, Mr. Kapner, Mr. Sartorius, 

Mr. Lowenstein and Chairman Lesnewich.  Those opposed:  None. 

 

G. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Kapner updated the Board on the following: 

 

New Providence Global Realty 

New Providence Global Realty failed to meet the August 1, 2014, deadline for completion of 

the façade improvements.  Mr. Lynch issued three summonses on Friday, August 1, 2014, 

with a fine of $500 per day and a court appearance date of August 13, 2014.  Mr. Kapner was 

not sure if the fine is assessed per calendar or business day. 

 

Mr. Kapner believes the Board was more than accommodating regarding requests for 

extensions for the façade improvements and that Mr. Lynch took the appropriate action.   

 

310 Springfield Avenue 

The windows were boarded up but they have since been replaced.  Mr. Kapner believes the 

façade is also going to be renovated.   
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Bank of America 

Bank of America has resurfaced the parking lot. 

 

NP Fuel 

The tanks at the NP Fuel location on Springfield Avenue are in the ground. 

 

Temporary Monopole 

The Board of Adjustment granted New Cingular Wireless “AT&T” an eight-month extension 

for the temporary monopole at Trans World Transmissions.  PSE&G encountered 

unanticipated structural issues with co-location of the cells on the new monopoles.  

 

Foley Square 

The units facing South Street are complete.  Mr. Kapner believes most of the side units which 

haven’t been constructed have been sold/pre-sold. 

 

Oakwood Drive 

The contractor for the new homes in the subdivision on Oakwood Drive needs to clean up the 

trees that were removed and are stacked on the property. 

  

Mandelbaum & Krupnick/Fitness Factory 

Fitness Factory is pre-selling memberships but is not ready to open.   

 

Renovation of the plaza façade is almost finished.  It looks as if there is enough space on the 

walkway for outdoor seating. 

 

Liquor License 

The ordinance for consumption liquor licenses has been rewritten to simplify the ordinance 

and eliminate some redundancy with other ordinances.  Mr. Kapner hoped to get a discussion 

of the revised ordinance on Council’s August 11
th

 agenda but it will most likely be on a later 

agenda.  Once the revised ordinance has been reviewed, the price of the license can be 

discussed.     

  

Additional Zoning Districts 

Mr. Kapner reminded the Board that Ms. Gruel is looking for guidance from the Board on 

identifying possible new zoning districts.  Mr. Kapner thought Ms. Gruel was going to 

propose new zones based on the tax maps and so he would like additional direction from Mr. 

Lynch or Ms. Gruel on this issue. 

 

Chipotle Mexican Grill 

Mr. Kapner is not sure when Chipotle will be opening. 
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AT&T Store 

The AT&T store in the Village Shopping Center is now open. 

 

Sport Clips 

Sports Clips, a men’s hair salon, may be coming to the Village Shopping Center.   

 

Village Shopping Center 

An unidentified national chain is possibly taking the vacant spaces in the Village Shopping 

Center from Aladdin Cleaner down to the A&P once Investors Bank moves to its new 

location at Springfield Avenue and South Street.   

 

If this happens, Chairmen Lesnewich would like to go back to the owners of the shopping 

center about the traffic calming lines in the parking lot that were discussed during the 

hearings for amended site plan approval in 2012 but not specifically listed as conditions of 

approval in the resolution and so never installed.   

 

Towne Deli Liquor License 

Towne Deli’s liquor license for retail distribution is up for sale for $525,000.  So far, there 

have been no offers.  

 

Wrist Shipping 

Mr. Morin, Mr. Marvin, Borough Administrator, and Mr. Lynch met with Wrist Shipping to 

discuss Wrist’s business the volume/intensity of which exceeds what was presented in its 

application to the Board of Adjustment.  The approval granted by the Board of Adjustment 

can’t be rescinded.  The Borough can either enforce the conditions of the resolution or Wrist 

can apply for a variance. Wrist is supposed to come in with an application with 

improvements on the site. 

 

H. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

No miscellaneous business. 

 

I. MINUTES  

Mr. Sartorius moved to approve the minutes for July 8, 2014.  Mr. Kapner seconded the 

motion and the minutes were approved.     

 

J. ADJOURNMENT  

Mr. Kapner made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Lowenstein seconded the motion.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Koontz 
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Planning Board Secretary 


