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MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD 

BOROUGH OF NEW PROVIDENCE 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 8:03 p.m.       

     

B. PUBLIC NOTICE: This is a Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of   

  New Providence, County of Union, and State of New Jersey.           

    Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with 

    Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, in that an Annual Notice or             

   Revision was made in conformance with Section 13 of the Act. 

  

C. ROLL CALL:  Present:  Gene Castagna, Matt Cumiskey, Bill Hoefling, John         

    Keane, Mayor Morgan and Robert Sartorius. Absent: Dan Henn,    

       Gary Kapner and Chairman Lesnewich.   Also present: Amanda      

    Wolfe, Board Attorney, and, Margaret Koontz, Secretary. 

 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

E. COURTESY HEARING 
 

Capital Improvements and Renovations to Salt Brook Elementary School, 40 Maple Street, 

Block 125, Lot 10, New Providence, New Jersey, New Providence School District – Union 

County 

NJ DOE State Project:  3560-090-16-1000 

For new secure main entrance with new canopy, renovate existing stairs and exterior ramp  

 

James Testa, School Business Administrator/Secretary of the New Providence Board of 

Education, described the site renovations at Salt Brook Elementary School to construct a new 

secure main entrance with a canopy over the front entry stairs for protection from the 

weather.  Double security doors will be added so that visitors will enter the first set of doors 

into a vestibule with a window where visitors can leave packages or other items.  If a visitor 

requires access to the building, s/he will be buzzed in through the second set of doors after 

providing the appropriate credentials.  The existing front stairs will be renovated and an 

exterior ADA ramp will be added.  The capital improvements project also includes a 

complete renovation of the existing gifted and talented and small group instruction rooms to 

create a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) maker room.   The locker 

rooms by the gymnasium will be converted to small group instruction rooms.  The roof and 

boiler will be replaced as will all the locks and hardware throughout the building so that the 

doors can be locked from the inside.  The elevator will also be upgraded. The total cost of the 

capital improvements project is $4 million most of which is for the roof replacement. 
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The bond referendum is in September.  If approved, work will begin in the summer of 2017 

with the goal of finishing the work during the summer.  The capital improvement projects at 

the High and Middle Schools will begin in May/June 2017 if the referendum is approved. 

 

Mr. Testa responded to questions from the Board.  Summer programs will still be held in the 

school during the renovation although they may be moved to different locations in the school. 

Canopies will be added to all three schools (Salt Brook Elementary, Middle and High 

Schools).  The security buzzer for the front entrance will be disabled during school drop-off 

and departure hours and reactivated during school hours.  The locks are electronic. 

 

Capital improvement projects must be referred to the Board for review and recommendation 

per Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A 40:55D-31.  However, Board approval is not required 

for the construction specifications.  The Board will provide a letter to Council regarding its 

recommendations on the courtesy review. 

 

F. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other business.  

 

G. MISCELLANEOUS 

 

No miscellaneous business. 

 

H. MINUTES – May 10, 2016 

 

Mr. Sartorius moved to approve the minutes of May 10, 2016, and Mr. Castagna seconded 

the motion.  The minutes were approved as submitted. 

 

I. ADJOURNMENT  

 

Mr. Hoefling moved to adjourn the meeting, and Mayor Morgan seconded the motion.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Koontz 

Planning Board Secretary 


