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                                         Press Release: October 24, 2014
On 10/06/2014 a resident reported an attempted fraud when she received a phone call from a person who indicated they were from the IRS.  The caller, described as a foreign male voice, was attempting to solicit information from the resident.  The resident initially thought that she was talking to a family member, before she realized that the caller was attempting to scam her. 

On 10/06/2014 a resident reported fraudulent charges to his debit card at a Shoprite in Middletown, NJ in the amount of $305.95. After confirming that the charges were not made by any other household members, the resident contacted his banking institution.  It is unclear how the credit card number was obtained and this matter is under investigation by the Detective Bureau.
On 10/08/2014 a resident reported an attempted fraud when he reviewed several phone calls from an individual claiming to be a member of the U.S. Treasury Department.  The caller, who was described as being male and having a foreign accent, stated his name was “Steve Martin.”  The resident reports that the caller indicated that he owed money to the government and that he would be subject to arrest if he did not make payment arrangements.  
On 10/08/2014 a resident reported an attempted fraud when he received several phone calls from an individual claiming to be a member of the “U.S. Grant Services.”  The caller, who was described as being female and  having a foreign accent, claimed to have $7,000.00 in free grant money for our resident.  The caller stated that the money could be used however the resident deemed necessary.  The resident, knowing this was a scam, terminated the phone conversation.    
On 10/08/2014, during the overnight hours, a resident in the area of Commonwealth Av. and Crescent Dr. reported that an unknown person entered his vehicle and stole his Sirius Satellite radio.  The vehicle was parked in the driveway of his residence.  The resident noticed the radio missing in the morning when he was leaving for work and noticed the glove box wide open.  This matter is being investigated by the Detective Bureau.     

On 10/09/2014 the New Providence Police Department responded to a report of a theft that occurred in the Commonwealth Av - Edgewood Av area.  The caller reported that an unknown individual had entered his unlocked car and took his GPS unit from the interior of the vehicle.  This matter is being investigated by the Detective Bureau.  
On October 16, 2014, Detective Andrew Diamond arrested Patricia Lofreddo, age 50 of Montville, NJ, for various drug and obstruction offenses and outstanding warrants.  The New Providence charges stem from a motor vehicle stop on Mountain Avenue, when Detective Diamond located controlled dangerous substance within the vehicle allegedly belonging to Ms. Lofreddo.  When questioned about her personal information, Ms. Lofreddo provided fraudulent information to the Officer.  It was later determined that Ms. Lofreddo had a no bail warrant out of Atlantic County Sheriff’s Department, a no bail warrant out of Morris County Prosecutors Office,  and several warrants out of Newark Municipal Court, Summit Municipal Court, Rockaway Municipal Court, Freehold Municipal Court, Hanover Municipal Court and Wayne Municipal Court.  Ms. Lofreddo was charged with possession of heroin, possession of drug paraphernalia, hindering apprehension and obstruction of the administration of the law. A court date of October 22nd 2014 at 8:30AM was given for Superior Court in Elizabeth, NJ.
On October 21, 2014, Corporal Steve Opalewski conducted a motor vehicle stop off Union Av due to the vehicle being overweight for the road.  While confirming the drivers identity, it was learned that the driver, Larry Main, age 42 of Rahway, NJ had a suspended driver’s license and also had an outstanding warrant related to child support for $40,000.  Mr. Main was placed under arrest and transported to the New Providence Police Department where he was turned over to the custody of the Middlesex County Sheriff’s Department.  
On October 22, 2014 the New Providence Police Department took a report of an attempted scam via a telephone call.  The victim was told by the caller that her brother was in an accident and that she needed to send money to get him medical treatment. The victim believed that this may be a scam, and when she began questioning the caller, the caller threatened the life of her brother.  She immediately hung up and contacted to family members and found this to be scam.
On October 23, 2014 a resident reported fraudulent charges to his debit card at the Walmart in Union, NJ in the amount of $281.22.  It is unclear how the credit card number, however, the resident contacted his banking institution to ensure his account was properly monitored.  This matter is being investigated by the Detective Bureau.  
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