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Police and Community Together (PACT) 

 
Greetings from the New Providence Police Department! This is Detective David Rodriguez, Community 
Services Officer for the Department. Our newsletter will be moving back to the monthly format (my apologies 
for the hiatus). This newsletter will hopefully address any local matters or concerns, including (but not limited 
to): town events, general police inquiries, ordinance inquiries, information on recent scams, information on 
recent crime trends, and different helpful safety tips.  
 
I will do my best to address any concerns in a timely manner and I appreciate your patience as I navigate 
through your responses.  
 
Previous Events: 
 
Trading Card Program: A very successful return to New Providence, making very special connections between 
the Department and the youth in town. Thank you to the Lions Club of New Providence for sponsoring the 
program and making it possible! Congratulations to Jacob for winning the Grand Prize Nintendo Switch!! 
 
National Night Out: A fantastic turn-out, thank you to everyone who came out and had another memorable 
“Night Out”. 
 
Youth Academy: An amazing group of kids who performed spectacularly. Please look out for our next round 
(next year) if interested in having your kids participating. 
 
Upcoming or Current Events/Programs: 
 
PBA Car Show: Saturday, October 1st from 8AM-3PM at the Community Pool (1378 Springfield Avenue). 
Please join us for a great town event with raffles, give-a-aways, and delicious food trucks! Raffles & 50/50 are 
pending approval. 
 
Downtown Scarecrow Contest: Begins Saturday October 8th, look out for “Officer S. Crow” to be displayed 
along Springfield Avenue. Don’t forget to vote as your favorite entry (votes made at local businesses)! 
 
Pumpkin Contest/Trunk-Or-Treat: Saturday, October 22nd from 3PM-4:30PM at the Community Pool (1378 
Springfield Avenue). Please join us for some spooky family fun! Pumpkin decorators have a chance to win a 
gift card in their age category!!  
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Recent Scams and Crime Trends: 
 
Online Frauds: Very sporadic when it occurs. The best defense is not to open any suspicious e-mails or text 
messages, although some of these could be disguised as “normal”. Always call a reliable customer service 
number when suspicious to confirm any legitimacy. In addition, have strong passwords and utilize fraud 
protection services (research trustworthy companies). 
 
Car Burglaries: Aside from the commonplace car burglary/stolen vehicle where vehicle keys are left inside, 
there was recently a vehicle broken into via a large rock. The proceeds were a purse. This is an unfortunate 
occurrence that comes in waves where gym parking lots are targeted and the suspects look for belongings left 
behind by the gym-goer (purses, wallets, valuables, etc.). A reminder to bring your valuables with you and keep 
them locked up when inside. 
 
Catalytic Converter Theft: Occurring in-town, as well as in surrounding towns, several vehicles have had their 
catalytic converters cut out from the bottoms of their vehicles. The converter is full of precious metals that are 
then sold for a high profit. We ask that residents attempt to park their vehicles in well-lit areas or in their 
garages, if possible. As always, please report any suspicious activities/noises. 
 
Our citizens can help assist with some of these crimes! Be aware of your surroundings and maybe look out of 
your windows or doors periodically. If you see someone committing a crime or hear suspicious sounds late at 
night, or your dog is barking at an odd hour at night, call the Police Department IMMEDIATELY. We are 
happy to look into the matter further, it’s our job! We would rather investigate and find out it was nothing, 
instead of taking a report AFTER an incident already happened. Police matters are normally time sensitive, so 
calling the following day or hours after the incident hinders our investigation. 
 
If anyone is interested in the Police Department Bi-Monthly Press Release for more crime-related information, 
please check out our Facebook page or the Borough Website under the Police tab and click on Press Releases. 
 
A Friendly Reminder to always lock your vehicles and bring valuable inside of your homes!! 
 
Thank you for reading and please reach out if you need anything, we are here for you! 
 
Please see our Officer Spotlight attachment! 
 
Detective David A. Rodriguez 
Community Services Officer 
New Providence Police Department 
360 Elkwood Avenue 
New Providence, NJ 07974 
Main: 908-665-1111 
Direct: 908-743-1256 
Fax: 908-665-9873 
E-Mail: drodriguez@nppolice.org 
 
*If you are on this mailing list and you no longer wish to be a part of our quarterly letter, please reply back that 
you are no longer interested, and I will remove you from the group. 
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Officer Spotlight 
Chief Theresa Gazaway #518 (Retired) 

 

 
 

With the retiring of Chief Gazaway last month, I wanted to highlight her amazing career before moving 
back to our current officer roster. 

 
Chief Gazaway began her career with the New Providence Police Department in 1995 and is a proud past 
graduate of NPHS. Chief Gazaway rose through the ranks starting out as a Patrolwoman, Investigator, 
Sergeant, Lieutenant and Captain. She was sworn in as the Department's 7th Police Chief on May 1, 
2020, retiring after an amazing career in August of 2022. 
 
Personal Message: "Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that 
counts." -Winston Churchill 
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