
From: Short, Jessica - Administrative Assistant
To: Marvin, Douglas - Borough Administrator; Barry, Wendi - Borough Clerk
Subject: FW: Retired Trooper Reginald Garrett stop
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 8:38:40 AM

Doug and Wendi-
Below is the email I received.
Thank you,
Jessica
 
 
From: "rgarrett2846@comcast.net" [mailto:rgarrett2846@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 4:07 PM
To: Short, Jessica - Administrative Assistant
Subject: Fwd: Retired Trooper Reginald Garrett stop
 

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

------ Original Message ------

From: rgarrett2846@comcast.net
To: jshort@newprov.com
Sent: November 28, 2017 at 2:50 PM
Subject: Fwd: Retired Trooper Reginald Garrett stop

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

------ Original Message ------

From: rgarrett2846@comcast.net
To: jkennedy@newprov.org
Sent: November 28, 2017 at 2:17 PM
Subject: Retired Trooper Reginald Garrett stop

Dear LT Justine Kennedy,

I’m on the town speaker’s list December 4, 2017 at 7 PM to discuss the Nov. 13, 2017 racial
profiling stop made by New Providence New Jersey Patrolman Nicholas Guerrero on myself-
a 12 year retired State Trooper with roughly 13,000 traffic stops. I want you to hear how he
made me feel for a duration of 37-40 minutes. I want you to hear in my own words how-
despite the respect I had for your rank-how you made me feel with your grins following my
displeasure with your Patrolman.
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Additionally, how I felt when the Berkeley Heights town dispatcher hung up in my face and
told me don’t call back. Lt. Kennedy when I arrived at your office, I expected you to
minimally make me feel like you’d look and listen to things said to me by your 2 -and a -half -
year Patrolman Nicholas Guerriero impartially and not hide behind case law. Life as I see it
before and after I retired supersedes caselaw as factual basis from my point of view.

As a African American male, it was disheartening as a retired Trooper with over 13,000 stops
who retired in good standing, to be doubted by your Patrolman based on what I believe had to
be nothing else but my race.

I saw the look in his eyes when he pulled out on my white 2014 Mercedes CLA after
observing my face through my front windshield in a black hooded cap. Lt. Kennedy I implore
your presence at the 7 pm town hall monthly meeting, 360 Elkwood Avenue, New Providence.
You and I being the same age, I think it’s time you experience my experience which can’t be
studied in a police manual or written in case law as you cited so eloquently in clearing
Patrolman Guerriero of any wrong doing in your recent letter to me.

I’ll have two young African-American teenagers on hand with me if possible to teach them
how to stand up against injustice correctly if wrongfully stopped based on profiling. Anyone
in attendance can google Patrolman Nicholas Guerriero’s arrest history and clearly view what
he was hoping for when he stopped me.

But at what point does he garner me the same respect I’ve give police officers-white and
black- long before 37-40 minutes I estimate in stop duration. I’m going to publicly suggest
you ordering your Patrolman yo watch “Remember The Titans” (I’ll spring for the popcorn)
with myself and discuss life as he obviously doesn’t view it. I’m just as good as any other
white retired State Trooper or local he may stop worthy of a warning minus the investigatory
interrogation and disrespect to search for a valid insurance card once I hand him proof of my
retirement status.

I could’ve become a Fallen Hero in any of my stops just like him or any other man or woman
working as a law enforcement officer. I’d never hold you up if you uttered retired Lt Justine
Kennedy of Retired Patrolman Nicholas Guerriero. Your letter fails to address racial inequities
that permitted our society but I plan to tell you and others that it’s time your Department
improves upon such racial injustices that still exist.

Retired Trooper First Class Reginald B Garrett (all you had to do was google my name and
clear the  stop)

Cc: several reporters from nj.com and Star-Ledger

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App


