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RESOLUTION NO. 18-160 
 

OPPOSITION TO FORCED LOCAL GOVERNMENT MERGERS AND CONSOLIDATIONS 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, IN OPPOSITION TO FORCED MERGERS AND CONSOLIDATIONS OF 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN NEW JERSEY. 

 
WHEREAS, the municipalities are excellent fiscal stewards that have been doing more with less ever since 
New Jersey was founded in 1787 and are run by elected officials that live and work in the communities they 
represent, and are more committed to working together and the responsible and efficient use of tax dollars 
than any other level of government; and 
 
WHEREAS, various special interests suggest that there are too many local governments in New Jersey and 
that by reducing this figure through forced boundary change will somehow lead to greater economic 
conditions and better delivery of services in the State; and 
 
WHEREAS, no one has ever proven that bigger, centralized government is better or even more cost effective 
than local municipal government; and 
 
WHEREAS, the recent history of State takeovers in New Jersey are largely contained to the State’s larger 
cities and urban areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, a 2014 Rutgers study titled “Size May Not Be The Issue” experts Raphael J. Caprio and Marc 
Pfeiffer concluded town size does not correlate with efficiency; and 
 
WHEREAS, a March 2009 report titled “A Quest for Efficiency in Local Government” by the Local Unit 
Alignment, Reorganization, and Consolidation Commission found that addressing the question of an optimal 
size municipality from the standpoint of efficiency resulted in inconclusive findings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the municipality supports voluntary merger or consolidation of local governments if the process 
is initiated at the local level and it has the support of the majority of the residents of all affected municipalities; 
and, therefore, it is RESOLVED that Garwood Borough, County of Union, opposes any measure, initiative, 
or plan that mandates the forced merger or consolidation of local governments; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the General Assembly and the Senate be urged to oppose forced merger or consolidation 
of local governments, and any other legislation that has been, or may be introduced in the future to weaken 
the responsiveness and effectiveness of local government. 

 

I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest that 

this Resolution was adopted by the Council of the Borough of Garwood on July 24, 2018. 

 

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk 


